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benefit agriculture in furtherance of
the welfare of the farmers, ranchers,
and aquatic producers or harvesters
who are its members.

(c) Electric and telecommunication utili-
ties—(1) Eligibility. A bank for coopera-
tives or an agricultural credit bank
may lend to:

(i) Electric and telephone coopera-
tives as defined by section 3.8(a)(4)(A)
of the Act that satisfy the eligibility
criteria in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion;

(i1) Cooperatives and other entities
that:

(A) Have received a loan, loan com-
mitment, insured loan, or loan guar-
antee from the Rural Utilities Service
of the United States Department of Ag-
riculture to finance rural electric and
telecommunication services;

(B) Have received a loan or a loan
commitment from the Rural Telephone
Bank of the United States Department
of Agriculture; or

(C) Are eligible under the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936, as amended, for
a loan, loan commitment, or loan guar-
antee from the Rural Utilities Service
or the Rural Telephone Bank.

(iii) The subsidiaries of cooperatives
or other entities that are eligible under
paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of this section.

(iv) Any legal entity that holds more
than 50 percent of the voting control of
any public utility that is an eligible
borrower under paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of
this section, and uses the proceeds of
the loan to fund the activities of the el-
igible subsidiary on the terms and con-
ditions specified by the bank.

(v) Any legal entity in which an eligi-
ble utility under paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of
this section (or a subsidiary or other
entity in which an eligible utility
under paragraph (c)(1)(ii) has an owner-
ship interest) has an ownership inter-
est, provided that if the percentage of
ownership attributable to the eligible
utility is less than 50 percent, financ-
ing may not exceed the percentage of
ownership attributable to the eligible
utility multiplied by the value of the
total assets of such entity.

(2) Purposes for financing. A bank for
cooperatives or agricultural credit
bank may extend credit to entities
that are eligible to borrow under para-
graph (c)(1) of this section in order to

§613.3200

provide electric or telecommunication
services in a rural area. A subsidiary
that is eligible to borrow under para-
graph (c¢)(1)(iii) of this section may also
obtain financing from a bank for co-
operatives or agricultural credit bank
for energy-related or public utility-re-
lated purposes that cannot be financed
by the lenders referred to in paragraph
(c)(1)(ii), including, without limitation,
financing to operate a licensed cable
television utility.

(d) Water and waste disposal facilities—
(1) Eligibility. A cooperative or a public
agency, quasi-public agency, body, or
other public or private entity that,
under the authority of state or local
law, establishes and operates water and
waste disposal facilities in a rural area,
as that term is defined by paragraph
(a)(4) of this section, is eligible to bor-
row from a bank for cooperatives or an
agricultural credit bank.

(2) Purposes for financing. A bank for
cooperatives or agricultural -credit
bank may extend credit to entities
that are eligible under paragraph (d)(1)
of this section solely for installing,
maintaining, expanding, improving, or
operating water and waste disposal fa-
cilities in rural areas.

(e) Domestic lessors. A bank for co-
operatives or agricultural credit bank
may lend to domestic parties to fi-
nance the acquisition of facilities or
equipment that will be leased to share-
holders of the bank for use in their op-
erations located inside of the United
States.

[62 FR 4442, Jan. 30, 1997; 62 FR 33746, June 23,
1997, as amended at 69 FR 43514, July 21, 2004;
71 FR 65386, Nov. 8, 2006]

§613.3200 International lending.

(a) Definitions. For the purpose of this
section only, the following definitions
apply:

(1) Agricultural supply includes:

(i) A farm supply; and

(ii) Agriculture-related processing
equipment, agriculture-related ma-
chinery, and other capital goods re-
lated to the storage or handling of ag-
ricultural commodities or products.

(2) Farm supply refers to an input
that is used in a farming or ranching
operation.

(b) Import transactions. The following
parties are eligible to borrow from a
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bank for cooperatives or an agricul-
tural credit bank pursuant to section
3.7(b) of the Act for the purpose of fi-
nancing the import of agricultural
commodities or products therefrom,
aquatic products, and agricultural sup-
plies into the United States:

(1) An eligible cooperative as defined
by §613.3100(b);

(2) A counterparty with respect to a
specific import transaction with a vot-
ing stockholder of the bank for the
substantial benefit of the shareholder;
and

(3) Any foreign or domestic legal en-
tity in which eligible cooperatives hold
an ownership interest.

(c) Ezxport transactions. Pursuant to
section 3.7(b)(2) of the Act, a bank for
cooperatives or an agricultural credit
bank is authorized to finance the ex-
port (including the cost of freight) of
agricultural commodities or products
therefrom, aquatic products, or agri-
cultural supplies from the TUnited
States to any foreign country. The
board of directors of each bank for co-
operatives and agricultural credit bank
shall adopt policies that ensure that
exports of agricultural products and
commodities, aquatic products, and ag-
ricultural supplies which originate
from eligible cooperatives are financed
on a priority basis. The total amount
of balances outstanding on loans made
under this paragraph shall not, at any
time, exceed 50 percent of the capital
of any bank for cooperatives or agricul-
tural credit bank for loans that:

(1) Finance the export of agricultural
commodities and products therefrom,
aquatic products, or agricultural sup-
plies that are not originally sourced
from an eligible cooperative; and

(2) At least 95 percent of the loan
amount is not guaranteed by a depart-
ment, agency, bureau, board, or com-
mission of the United States or a cor-
poration that is wholly owned directly
or indirectly by the United States.

(d) International business operations. A
bank for cooperatives or an agricul-
tural credit bank may finance a domes-
tic or foreign entity which is at least
partially owned by eligible coopera-
tives described in §613.3100(b), and fa-
cilitates the international business op-
erations of such cooperatives.
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(e) Restrictions. (1) When eligible co-
operatives own less than 50 percent of a
foreign or domestic legal entity, the
amount of financing that a bank for co-
operatives or agricultural credit bank
may provide to the entity for imports,
exports, or international business oper-
ations shall not exceed the percentage
of ownership that eligible cooperatives
hold in such entity multiplied by the
value of the total assets of such entity;
and

(2) A bank for cooperatives or agri-
cultural credit bank shall not finance
the relocation of any plant or facility
from the United States to a foreign
country.

[62 FR 4442, Jan. 30, 1997, as amended at 69
FR 43514, July 21, 2004]

Subpart C—Similar Entity Authority
Under Sections 3.1(11)(B) and
4.18A of the Act

§613.3300 Participations and other in-
terests in loans to similar entities.

(a) Definitions. (1) Participate and par-
ticipation, for the purpose of this sec-
tion, refer to multi-lender trans-
actions, including syndications, assign-
ments, loan participations, subpartici-
pations, other forms of the purchase,
sale, or transfer of interests in loans,
or other extensions of credit, or other
technical and financial assistance.

(2) Similar entity means a party that
is ineligible for a loan from a Farm
Credit bank or association, but has op-
erations that are functionally similar
to the activities of eligible borrowers
in that a majority of its income is de-
rived from, or a majority of its assets
are invested in, the conduct of activi-
ties that are performed by eligible bor-
rowers.

(b) Similar entity transactions. A Farm
Credit bank or a direct lender associa-
tion may participate with a lender that
is not a Farm Credit System institu-
tion in loans to a similar entity that is
not eligible to borrow directly under
§613.3000, 613.3010, 613.3020, 613.3100, or
613.3200, for purposes similar to those
for which an eligible borrower could
obtain financing from the participating
FCS institution.

(c) Restrictions. Participations by a
Farm Credit bank or association in
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